
 

Dear Friends and Supporters 

of the Russian Bible Project, 

After celebrating much fruitful 

work this past year, it is with deep 

sadness and sense of urgency that I 

must share the news about the reli-

gious liberty crisis facing Russians 

today. This July, in a larger wave 

of xenophobia, nationalism and 

religious intolerance, the Russian 

parliamentarians passed a menacing 

law which bans virtually all forms 

of evangelistic activity outside of 

officially registered and “specially 

designated places”. Now, sharing 

your faith with an unbeliever or a 

person of another faith, conducting 

an evangelistic meeting, preaching, 

praying or circulating religious 

literature outside of the walls of a 

registered church building is pro-

hibited.        

For me, as the member of a family 

and community that suffered di-

rectly under Soviet repression in 

labor camps and military bases, this 

law is not new and harkens to the 

painful past. Nevertheless, through 

those oppressive Soviet times, it 

was the Scriptures that nourished 

us. Whether we smuggled it into 

prison cells or memorized it, the 

Bible filled the people of God with 

meaning, dignity, and hope that no 

cement wall or barbed wire could 

revoke.  

Now, 25 years after the collapse of 

the Communist regime, Russia is 

closing again. And as team mem-

bers of the Russian Bible Project, 

we are confronted with the tower-

ing task of mobilizing our re-

sources towards a more free Rus-

sia.  

 

 

 

Providentially a clear and accessi-

ble, interdenominational Russian 

Bible translation is now complete – 

the Bread of Life for the new 

times.  

As residents of the United States, 

we really have a luxury, a privilege 

to write and act on a crisis that is 

not just a word, but a lived reality 

for our brothers and sisters. In this 

special emergency issue, we will 

share the implications of the new 

Russian law, the current workings 

and influence of our project in 

Russia, and what we can do togeth-

er to resist injustice and let Christ 

shine.  
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                         The Russian Parliament in session 
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The amendments are called the 
“Yarovaya Law,” after their princi-
pal author, Irina Yarovaya, a promi-
nent member of the ruling “United 
Russia” party. On July 7, 2016 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
signed the Yarovaya bill into law. 
Human Rights Watch describes this 
law as “Outrageous Provisions to 
Curb Speech, Privacy, Freedom of 
Conscience”.  Allegedly the law is 
passed to combat terrorism and 
extremism. Yet, some Russian legal 
experts have warned that this law is 
actually “targeting the people of 
Russia and not terrorists” and are 
noting its severity. For some arti-
cles of the new law the authorities 
are lowering the age of criminal 
responsibility from 16 to 14 years. 
The experts are also pointing out 
the law’s nebulousness, excessive-
ness, extrajudicial nature and the 
fact that its provisions are violating 
basic human rights.   

The law states: “Citizens conduct-

ing missionary activity on behalf of 

a religious group are required to 

have in their possession the minutes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

of the action of their religious 

group which grants them the au-

thority to engage in such missionary 

activity as well as proper documen-

tation providing evidence of gov-

ernment registration of their organ-

ization (issued by the local branch 

of the federal organ of state regis-

tration), indicating the date of the 

formation of the said group and the 

date of commencement of its activi-

ties.” The law also prohibits the use 

of private homes and residential 

buildings for missionary activity.   

An influential Russian Biblical 

scholar and writer, Dr. Andrei 

Desnitsky, points out that “this law 

openly violates the right of every 

Russian citizen ‘to profess individu-

ally or corporately with others any 

religion or none whatsoever, to 

freely choose, adhere to and dis-

seminate religious or other beliefs 

as well as to act on the basis of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one’s beliefs’, the right which is  

guaranteed by article 28 of the 

Constitution of the Russian Federa-

tion.” “It is terrifying to say, adds 

Desnitsky, that Christ Himself 

spoke of the Father with all sorts of 

people in most diverse places with-

out asking for the permission of the 

Sanhedrin or applying for a preach-

ing license to the Roman authori-

ties. In fact, wasn’t it this very type 

of activity that provoked burning 

hatred of the representatives of the 

traditional religion which ultimate-

ly led Him to the cross.” 

 The Russian Council on Human 

Rights voiced criticism of the Ya-

rovaya bill insisting that the entire 

set of amendments to the legisla-

tion aimed at combating terrorism 

and extremism should be complete-

ly reworked. Leaders of the 

Protestant Churches in Russia sent 

a petition to President Putin asking 

him not to sign the bill into law.  

THE NEW “YAROVAYA” LAW, 
ITS IMPLICATIONS, AND WHY 

WE MUST ACT NOW 

 

Human Rights activist protesting the new law in front of the Russian Parliament building  

 

Russian biblical scholar              
and writer Dr. Andrei Desnitsky 



Despite all current challenges, on 
the ground in Russia, this new, 
clear and accessible, interdenomi-
national Russian Bible translation 
proves resistant and in demand. 
Recently, at a congress of associate 
pastors in the Russian city of Bel-
gorod, pastors eagerly received the 
new Bible, ready to share God’s 
Word in a translation that honors 
accuracy and readability in a strik-
ingly balanced way. Dr. Eugene 
Zaitsev, a leading Russian pastor 
and the new BTI director at Zaok-
sky University, recently shared 
with us what a difference it makes 
using a new translation from the 
pulpit: “When I read Isaiah 53 in 
the new translation, people come 
alive to the fiery power of the 
text”.  

As an interdenominational project, 
this translation has already proven 
to be in demand across Russia in  

 
unimaginable ways. The director 
of the Biblical Theological Institute 
of St. Apostle Andrew (BBI), Dr. 
Alexei Bodrov, recently shared the 
following story with our team: At 
the latest book fair in Moscow, 
where his Institute presented its 
publications, he was approached by 
a young Russian Orthodox priest, 
who plead with Dr. Bodrov to help 
him acquire the new complete BTI  
 

 
Bible. Although Dr. Bodrov ex-
plained to him that the first 3,000 
print run literary sold out in two 
months, the young priest persisted, 
pointing to the only copy left on 
the exhibition stand. Dr. Bodrov 
said: “I had nothing else to do but 
take the only copy in my posses-
sion off the exhibition stand and 
give it to the priest”. This was es-
pecially moving and encouraging 
for our team members to hear be-
cause it demonstrated the widening 
respect and popularity of the trans-
lation beyond the boundaries of 
our denomination. 

A Russian philologist V.P. Osh-
kina, one of the parishioners at the 
Krasnogorsk Cathedral in Moscow 
region, writes: "I have been read-
ing this new translation now for a 
number of years, along with the 
classical Synodal translation...  

 

            (...continued on page 4) 
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THE CURRENT WORKINGS 
AND INFLUENCE OF THE BTI 

BIBLE PROJECT 

Pastor Peter Kulakov prays with baptismal candidates in Odessa with the new BTI Bible  

Dr. Alexei Bodrov at a book fair were the BTI Bible was advertised  
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My hope is that the living language 
of this new translation (which occa-
sionally so harmoniously infuses 
some of the old Russian words in 
order to render the exalted prose 
of the Bible) will be especially ap-
preciated by the younger genera-
tion of Russian people… Much in 
regards to the wellbeing of our na-
tion will rest with the future gener-
ation of Russians."  

These last few months have also 
been filled with exciting activity 
and hard work on  a series of elec-
tronic publications of the new Bi-
ble. Our colleagues and friends at 
the leading Russian electronic por-
tal www.bible-center.ru have final-
ly published the complete text of 
the new translation on their portal. 
This is a resource that is regularly 
used by thousands of Protestant, 
Russian Orthodox and Catholic 
young people across the former 
Soviet Union as well as by those 
who are reading God's Word for 
the very first time.  

We have just completed the work 
of preparing the electronic version 
of the entire BTI Bible for the new 
United Bible Societies’ Digital Bible  

 

Library [DBL]. The placement of 
the new BTI translation into the 
Digital Bible Library will allow us 
in the next few weeks to finally 
publish the complete Bible in the 
YouVersion app for mobile devices. 
This app has millions of users 
around the world and has over one 
million users in Russia alone. In 
this time of intolerance, fragmenta-
tion and animosity, this wonderful 
collaborative work has the ability 
to bring together and unite around 
God’s Word people from disparate 
places and of diverse beliefs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 Despite the new Russian 
law which bans missionary activity, 
we must seize every opportunity to 
empower the people of Russia with 
a truly liberating spiritual nourish-
ment which restores dignity and 
gives courage during this time of 
hardening of hearts. Today, hun-
dreds of daring pastors and lay 
leaders of large and small congrega-
tions across Russia are eager to 
share God’s Word. Russian parents 
of teenagers are eager to purchase 
the new Bible for their sons and 
daughters and for those drafted 
into the army. And what is just as 
encouraging, the owners of the 
large book stores in Moscow and 
St. Petersburg which carried our 
first print runs are determined to 
continue selling the New Russian 
BTI Bible despite opposition and 
risks if we will provide them with 
the new supplies.  

WHAT MUST BE DONE 

WHAT MUST BE DONE 

http://www.bible-center.ru/
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In early Spring of 2016, we started 
to receive messages from each of 
the three major publishing houses 
which were involved in the distribu-
tion (the Source of Life at Zaoksky, 
Russia, the St. Apostle Andrew Institute 
in Moscow and the Pacific Press 
Publishing House here in the United 
States) that they were running out 
of stock of our New BTI Bible. By 
April of this year all three initial 
print runs were completely sold out 
and we began to receive requests 
for new print runs.  Source of Life at 
Zaoksky was able to print an addi-
tional 5,000 copies. And the re-
maining supplies are quickly run-
ning out. Yet we know that with 
God’s providential leading and your 
amazing support our goal of rais-
ing $50,000 dollars for the new 
paperback print run of 10, 000 
New Russian Bibles will be 
met. Our plan is as follows:  

 7,000 copies for the needs 
of the local evangelists and 
pastors in our churches in 
Moscow, St. Petersburg, 
Zaoksky University and 
Novosibirsk; 

 3,000 copies for the needs 
of the Russian speaking 
people in other CIS coun-
tries such as Belarus, Mol-
dova and Ukraine 

During these times of economic 
crisis, one of the major obstacles for 
the distribution of the Russian trans-
lation of the Bible is affordability.  
We must urgently raise funds for a 
new affordable paperback option. 
Currently, our leather bound edi-
tion with color maps and study  
 

aids has 1,856 pages, and it costs 
between 1650 and 1800 rubles (the  
equivalent of $25.00 and $28.00 US 
dollars). For comparison the salary 
of low-wage earners in Russia in 
2016 amounts to 10,000 rubles (the 
equivalent of $156.00 US dollars 
per month). So affordable paper-
back option is a must. Once we 
raise funds with your crucial help, 
our BTI team at Zaoksky University 
and the publishing house there will 
be able to begin work on a new pa-
perback option. The job would en-
tail the preparation of the new lay-
out without the study aids and in-
troductions to individual books of 
the Bible.  
 
Another important focus of our 
team is Bible conferences that equip 
young leaders, provide resources 

and promote the study of the Bible. 
Thus, I am planning an important 
presentation on the Bible and Hu-
man Rights at an upcoming interna-
tional conference in Russia where I 
will represent our team and the Re-
ligion Department of Washington 
Adventist University. The confer-
ence is organized jointly by our Bi-
ble Translation Institute at Zaoksky, 
the Russian Bible Society and the 
Biblical-Theological Institute of St. 
Apostle Andrew. It is scheduled for 
October 12-13, 2016 at Zaoksky 
University. It will be conducted in 
commemoration of the 140th anni-
versary  of the Synodal Russian Bi-
ble and will focus on the  role of the 
Bible in the formation of the  Rus-
sian Spiritual and Cultural heritage 
and the importance of new transla-
tions. 

 
 A young couple in Moscow looks at the BTI Bible  
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New translations of the Bible have 
often played a major role in spir-
itual and social reconstruction of 
societies. Luther’s translation of 
the Bible contributed to tectonic 
changes in Europe. The Tyndale 
Bible spread reformation ideas in 
England, where Luther’s works 
had been banned and laid the foun-
dation for  the creation of the King 
James Version which shaped and 
enriched the English language and 
transformed spiritually the English 
speaking world. It is our hope that 
the upcoming conference in Russia 
- this meeting of minds, hearts, 
and spirits - will empower those 
who are committed to Christ’s 
liberating and life-changing mes-
sage.  
 
 

 

THE GOAL 
 
Our goal is to raise the first 
$25,000 by August 25, 
2016.  This will enable us to print 
the first 5,000 Bibles and have 
them ready for the Fall outreach 
events at our churches across Rus-
sia and  to distribute at the Bible 
Conference at Zaoksky which is 
scheduled for October 12-13, 
2016.  Together we can touch and 
change lives for eternity and resist 
the forces of evil.  The challenges 
of our brothers and sisters in Rus-
sia are real and their needs are ur-
gent.    

Dr. Mikhail M. Kulakov 

On behalf of the Russian Bible 
Project Team 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                      The New BTI Bible arrives at Zaoksky University 


